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Sale of Chametz 5770 
 

Just as the eating of matzah is central to the Passover Holy Day, so too we are commanded not to eat “Chametz”. 
 
Chametz is any of the five grains – wheat, barley, oats, spelt and rye - which has come into contact with liquid and had the opportunity to 
leaven.  This includes not only breads, rolls, bagels, cookies, crackers, pasta and the like, but also liquids such as most liquors, and any-
thing containing vinegar.   
 
Most Jews know that we are not allowed to eat Chametz on Passover. We even know we should avoid using pots, pans, dishes cutlery 
etc… that were used with Chametz. 
 
What some Jews might not be aware of is that the prohibition against Chametz is so important that it extends not only to eating it, but also 
to owning it or even to having any Chametz in one’s possession or home.  For that reason, we clean our homes extra well before Pesach 
and conduct a “search for Chametz” the night before Passover to make sure we did not miss anything. We then eat, give or throw away all 
we have left and recite a special paragraph which says we nullify any tiny crumbs we could not find. This is a lot of work, but it is also a 
very cathartic Spring Cleaning – removing clutter from our homes and from our souls. 
 
But what if a Jew owns some Chametz which he/she is loathe to simply give or throw away – such as expensive alcohol/liquors or inven-
tory in a business or leftover wedding cake …. For these few exceptions, there is a format by which Jews can divest ownership of their 
Chametz in and the place it is kept for the eight days of Passover so that they are not in violation.  This is achieved by putting the Chametz 
in some definable and marked space (a cupboard, a box in the garage, a special shelf in the freezer…) and then “selling” both the Chametz 
and the space it occupies to a non-Jewish person. 
 
Two things that make one’s life easier:  
¨ 1.  While we refrain from using the dishes, pans, cutlery, glassware etc… that are used year-round on Passover, those items DO NOT 

NEED to be sold. They simply need to be put away so as to avoid using them accidentally. 
¨ 2.  If someone will be away from their home for the entire week of Passover, it suffices to clean just a little to participate in the mitz-

vah of ridding oneselves of Chametz and then “sell” the entire home. 
 
The sale of Chametz is a legal fiction, but not a joke. The laws are somewhat complicated and therefore it is best to sell one’s Chametz 
through a trusted rabbi who will make sure the sale takes effect properly and that the ownership is returned properly after Passover had 
ended. If you would like me to sell your Chametz on your behalf, please complete the form below and return it to Congregation Agudath 
Achim.    ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE SYNAGOGUE OFFICE BY SUNDAY MARCH 28TH 
 
Chag Sameach,    Rabbi Kalman Winnick 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Detach and Return to Congregation Agudath Achim 7901 W 5Th St, Little Rock AR 72205  

Form must be received by Sunday March 28, 2010 to be included in the sale 
 

Authorization to Sell Chametz 5770 
 
I hereby request and authorize RABBI KALMAN WINNICK to effectuate the sale of all Chametz in my possession at the following loca-
tions (home, work, storage, boat, etc….) I understand that during the entire week of Passover this Chametz and the space it is occupies will 
be transferred to another person and I will respect that person’s ownership. Ownership will be returned approximately one hour after the 
conclusion of the Holiday Tues 4/04/2010. 
 
Full name - printed               address(es)      special description (if necessary) 
 
______________________________ _______________________________  ____________________________ 
 
     _______________________________  ____________________________ 
 
_____________________________ _______________________________  ____________________________ 
Signature 
 
There is no fee for selling one’s Chametz. It is customary, though, to the combine the mitzvah of selling one’s Chametz with the mitzvah 
of giving charity - especially funds which can be distributed to families with extra needs of matzah, grape juices or meat etc… at this im-
portant Holiday. I will use donations marked Rabbi’s Passover Fund to buy extra supplies to distribute as necessary to those in need. 
Please know, however, that no donation is necessary and any donation to any worthy cause is also Holy. Chag Sameach. 
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